
 
The first edition of the RILEM Youth Symposium has successfully concluded! The book of 
abstracts and the programme of this event are still available online for consultation. 
 

 

Figures 
Held online on 20 and 21 October 2025, the event received more than 200 contributions 
between posters, extended abstracts and full conference papers. The event brought 
together around 300 participants watching the presentation of 60 speakers presenting at 
5 parallel sessions scheduled every day. The submissions came from all around the 
world!  
 

 

https://rys2025-rilem.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
https://rys2025-rilem.sciencesconf.org/data/pages/BOOK_OF_ABSTRACTS_RYS2025_Detailed_names_10102025.pdf
https://rys2025-rilem.sciencesconf.org/data/pages/BOOK_OF_ABSTRACTS_RYS2025_Detailed_names_10102025.pdf
https://rys2025-rilem.sciencesconf.org/data/pages/PROGRAM_RYS2025_Detailed_names_10102027.pdf


 

Keynotes 
The delegates attended two keynote sessions, scheduled at the commencement of each 
day of the symposium. 

 

Awards 
By the end of the event, the following awards were granted: 
 
Best paper award to Ashish Bastola (PhD student, Oregon State University, USA), 
presenting Building with Earth: Unveiling Reaction Mechanisms in soil-cement Systems.  
Prize: €500 and the opportunity for this contribution to be considered for publication in 
the international journal Materials and Structures, offering a pathway to a high-impact 
publication. 
 
Best poster to Dr Osamah Dehwah (Postdoc researcher, National Institute of Standards 
and Technology & Johns Hopkins University, USA), presenting Quasistatic Crack 
Propagation in Cement-Based-Materials Induced by Pyrrhotite Oxidation. 
Prize: invitation to submit a journal paper to the international journal RILEM Technical 
Letters, an international journal where invited papers are only published. 
 
Best presentation to Jéssica D. Bersch (PhD student, CERIS, IST-Universidade de Lisboa, 
Portugal), presenting How to Protect Our Façade Coating Mortars? A Glance at Different 
Approaches to Improve Surface Protection. 
Prize: the recorded presentation will be permanently featured on the RILEM YouTube 
channel, reaching a wider and international audience. 
 
The following two contributions received a RILEM certificate in recognition of their 
quality: 
 
Best paper – second place to Samuel Auger (PhD student, Université Toulouse III - Paul 
Sabatier, France), presenting Bio-based fluidification of earth mortar using tannin 
addition. 
 

https://link.springer.com/journal/11527
https://letters.rilem.net/index.php/rilem
https://letters.rilem.net/index.php/rilem
https://www.youtube.com/user/RILEMChannel
https://www.youtube.com/user/RILEMChannel


 
Best paper – third place to Anna Pomazanna (architect and educator, Kharkiv School of 
Architecture, Ukraine), presenting Potential of Treating War-Polluted Soils for Earth-
Based Construction in Ukraine. 
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